Office of
State Fire
Marshal

Fight Fires with Facts

Deadline

April 8, 2005
5:00 p.m. EST

Assistanceto
Firefighters Grant
(AFG) March 7 -
April 8, 2005

SAFER
March 31 -
June 28, 2005
(see page 4)

Recent i ssues have been brought up
regarding thereporting of EM Sincidents.
| recommend that departments document
their EMSrunsusng NFIRS. Statewide,
60% of al incident typesreported are
EMS. Thisisavery important activity that

may or may not be documented. To
record EM SincidentsrequiresaBasic

Form (NFIRS-1) to be completed. This
informationincludestimes, dates, location,
incident type, resourcesand property use
codes. Inaddition, if you so choose, you
can completethe EMSmodule.

TheEMSModule (NFIRS-6) isan

optional module. Itisnot sanctioned nor
replacesthe State EM Sreport (sorry). If
you chooseto completethismodule,
youwill beprovidinginforma:
tionidentifying the patient and

patient assessment: age, 7]
gender, race, human factors
contributingtoinjury, Steof
injury, andinjury type.

Activitiestaken at the scene: procedures

used, safety equipment used, if cardiac
arrest, wasit beforeyou arrived, wit-

nessed, bystander CPR, andinitia arrest
rhythm. Careprovider: level of provider,
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highest level of careprovider on
scene, and patient statusand disposi-
tion. All of thesefieldsareoptional.
Thisimportant informetionidentifies
what ishappening a theemergency
gte. Departmentsmay identify
problemswiththisdata, i.e., man-
power issues, level of care, response
times, etc.

Will entering EM Sdatabein
conflict withtheHedlth Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPPA)?HIPPA regulations are not
in effect for those of youwho do not
chargefor your services. Transport-
ing agencies, who charge, would fall
under HIPPA. TheEM SModule
(NFIRS-6) doesnot require per-
sonal informationto be completed. |
amawarethat in Firehouse software,
theEMSModulehasa

namefieldthat can

' identify the person
A involved; but thisisan
optiona field. Evenin
theBasic Module

(NFIRS-1), theonly
field in whichyou could put
innameand addressisin the (Per-
son/Entity Involved and Owner) and
thisisoptional.
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Wildland Module Address
Error

IntheBasic Module (NFIRS-1) lineB, thereisa
check-off box to indicate that the address of the
incident will beincludedintheWildland FireModule
(NFIRS-8) instead of the
BascModule. It would
beaddedin Section B
“AlternativeLocation
Specification” inthe
Wildland module. The
dternativelocationislatitudeand
longitude or township, range, section,

subsection. An error occurswhen the addressisnot
entered in either module. Thishappensbecausethe
Wildland Moduleisan optiona moduleandthe
addressfieldisnot required. Thereisanoptionin
most firereporting softwarethat dlowsthe
administratorsto makethat field required when the
Wildland Moduleisused.

Coding Issues

Canceled enroute- Thismeansthat you are
turned around before you reach your destination. If
thishappens, thel ncident Typeis* Dispatched and
Canceled Enroute,” code#611, then ActionsTaken
should be* Canceled Enroute,” code#93.

Appar atustimesinconsistent with basic
form - Thisisagenera problem with somevendor
software that does not coordinate the apparatustimes
with theBasic Form (NFIRS 1). Therange of thetime
must bewithintheaarmtimeand clear timeaslisted
ontheBasic Form.

Mutual Aid Given - The purpose of mutual aid
given or received isto connect thevarious
departmentsto oneincident. Hence, theincident will
be counted only oncefor Statistics. Inlooking at Fire
inldaho, you might noticethat | haveindicated where

mutua aid givenisincluded on certain chartsor
graphs. If thiswerenot done, theincident counts
would bemideading. Thisisfor statistical andysis
only, do not worry you are given credit for each and
every incident to which you respond.
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Mutua aid givenisnot to be used for ambulances,
police, or other entitiesinvolvedinanincident. Evenif
you haveamutua aid agreement with an ambulance
company inyour area, you do not show aid givenin
your incident report. Theincident should be coded

without aid givenor
received. Do not document
Other Aid Given#5. mutual aid given for
When you respond to“no _non-fire entities,
mansland” ortootherfire [l
agency sjurisdictionssuch  aadieies
asBLM, DOL,

Department of Forestry, etc., use#5—Other Aid
Given. Youwill be prompted to completethefire
information ontheincident. Had you used Code#3
Mutual Aid Given, the system would not requirethe
fireinformation asit assumesit will bereceived from
the department which received theaid.

New Incident Type- Code#622 isused when
no incident wasfound upon arrival at dispatch
address.

FactorsContributingtolgnition - FireModule
(NFIRS-2) when you use Code#71 (exposure) this
meanstheincident was caused by another hostilefire.
Thesystemwill ook at the header record which
indicatesthat theincident wasan exposure (001). If

theexposurefieldis(000), then code#71isnot valid.

What is an Incident?

Eachtimeafireserviceunit movesinresponseto
analarm, aBasic Module (NFIRS-1) isrequired.
Onereport iscompleted for each incident. Other
modul es are compl eted as appropriate.

e Traningburnsarenot an emergency incident.
If however, during thistraining burn, a
firefighter isinjured, youwouldthen complete
aBasicModule (NFIRS-1) withincident type
inthe 300sto document thefirefighter injury.

EMS-Dispatchedtoan EMScall isan
incident.

IFIRS NEW/S



\:O.L.Ljiv'.E.lfl.sfl:E.'O.....O............O.............Q..........O....... Pa963
[ 3N J

Web-Based Reporting Tool

Once computerized, the datacan be presentedin
avariety of ways, such assummaries, comparisons,
and reports. Theweb-based reporting tool isableto
produceavariety of reports. Registered usersare
ableto accessthe web-based reporting tool and
createreportsontheir data. All datareceived at
IFIRSisimported to the |daho partition of thefederal
server. If youwishtolook at other jurisdictions, you

will need to get permission from them and then contact

thelFIRS.

For web-based reporting procedural instructions,
goto our web siteat http://www.doi.idaho.gov/sfim/
ifirs.aspx for The Reporting Users Guide or you can
call 208-334-4373for instructionsor follow the
ingtructionsbelow.

How to access online data through
Summary Output Reports Tool

(Thisisfor all departments who have ever
submitted data to the IFIRS)

L og ontowww.nfirsfemagov.

A non-registered user goesto the User Section,
User Registration. Completetheregistration and
submit. Youwill benotified by IFIRSthat your ac-
count has been activated.

A registered user goesto Web-based Tools,
Summary Output ReportsTool login, Web-based
ReportsTool click onhome page. Click on
Web-Based Reportslogin.
Your user nameand pass-

word will bethesameas
you used for registration.

To accessareport by

month usetheMonthly
Incident Countsreport
generator. Thesereportswill
takeafew minutesto generate. Thereportsarein
AdobeAcrobat PDF format. You can then download
and saveto your hard drive or view on-lineand print.

Access Data Using Federal Client Tool
Software

(Thisisfor userswho have downloaded the

Federal Client Tool (FCT) software to their hard
drive and enter data offline.)

Log-ontothedata-entry tool (online). Highlight
your department name and open. Atthelncident
Sear ch screen, select your criteria. You canview all
incidents; however, thereisnoway to print out alist.
To create reportsyou can use your A ccess database
mdb file or usethe procedure abovefor theweb-
based Summary Output Reporting Toal.

How long does it take to document an
incident using NFIRS? tIn looking at Idaho
data, 90% of the time only the basic form is

completed.t Five minutes or less is the usual
time spent on completing a basic form.

Illegal Drug Labs

How many runsdo you maketo assist, standby,
investigate, mitigate, or extinguishwithreferenceto
illega druglabs? TheNFIRS doesnot have specific
codestoindicatethat theincident wasduetoanillega
drug lab. Incidentsare coded aspublic serviceassist,
hazardous conditions/accident or potential accident,
good intent —hazardousmateria or biological hazard
investigated, rescue or EM S standby for hazardous
conditions, and others. Theseincident typescan all be

related to drug labs or suspected drug labs. | think
that the problemisvery largein thisstate but without
specific codes| am unableto determinethe magnitude
of thisproblem. | am exploring theideaof using the
Specia Studiesfieldinthe NFIRS asameans of
identify thesetypesof incidents. You will benotified of

further developmentsregarding Specia Studieswith
referencetoillega drug labs.

Web and E-mail
Address Changes

Department of Insurance, Sate FireMarshal’s
section has changed their web addressto
www.doi.idaho.gov. Thisiseffectiveimmediately.

All email tothe State FireMarshal’ s Officewill
be changing soontoo. It will bethe <first name.last
name> of the person you wish to contact, e.g.
ruby.andridge@doi.idaho.gov. Wewill notify you
when thisbecomeseffective.




Building Valuation Data

Thelnternational Code Council providesthe
Building Vauation Data(BV D) aspublishedinthe
Building Safety Journd. ThisBVD tablewill aidfire
departmentswith estimated repl acement cost

Department of Homeland
Security Announces
Application Period for
Assistance to Firefighters

estimatesby construction and SAFER Grants
type. Look attheNFIC % % el Dete Merch 7. 2005
websitea www.nfic.org, S o easeDate: March 7,
resources, and then under

PDF Documents, goto ICBO
Bldg. Valuation Table. To get
the adjusted dollar amount for
Idaho, usethemultiplier of

0.97 for each construction type.

Washington, D.C. - BeginningMarch 7,
2005 at 8:00 am. Eastern Standard Time, the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will
begin accepting applicationsfor theAssistanceto
Firefighters Grant (AFG) program. Thedeadline

Fight Fires with Factsl!

Ruby Andridge
IFIRS Program Coordinator
700 W. State Street
P. O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0043

Phone: 208-334-4373

Fax: 208-334-4375
Email: randridg@doi.state.id.us

OFFICE OF THE STATE

FIRE MARSHAL

for receipt of theAFG firegrant applicationsis
5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight TimeonApril 8,
2005. DHS a so announced today that the
application period for theAFG Staffing for
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response
(SAFER) grantswill beginon May 31, 2005 and
continuethrough June 28, 2005. FirePrevention
and Firefighter Safety grant applicationswill be
accepted in September 2005.
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